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Can everybody remember the magnificent Neoregelia carcharodon albo marginata that Peter Tristram had at the Brisbane  Conference in 1993? Well, it isn't a species. My worry started in Gympie where Margaret Paterson had a variegated version and its reverted non-variegated version. Something had to be done to reduce the confusion.

This plant was one of Skotak's first crossings of Neoregelia carolinae and carchurodon. There were apparently 20 or so different clones released of which six came direct to Australia. All have variable offsets. Genny Vauhkonen has the widest range in her collection and she was given the job of deciding which were sufficiently different to warrant a name. The first cultivar is called ‘Jaws’ and thus assumes the GREX name (note, carcharodon means shark's teeth!) This one is the albomarginate form that retains white edges.
Next is ‘Grey Nurse’ for the variegated form and ‘Wobbegong’ for the albomarginate form which retains a pinkish colouring on the edge throughout the year at least in Brisbane. The first two

are from the batch that came direct to Australia. Others may possibly be named but at the moment do not show potential.

The last one has come to us via the U.S.A. All will take some time to multiply and thus become more available. All have the potential to lose their variegation and it is suggested that when this happens they be called ‘Gummy’ to save them being treated as species Neoregelia carcharodon.
OUR plants must not be confused with the Neoregelia carolinue x carcharodon x carcharodon x carcharodon which has been registered in the U.S.A. as ‘Rouge’.

